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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Morpeth. 


Mr,  Mayor,  Alderman  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  ay  report  and  that  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  year  1964, 

The  total  number  of  births  increased  by  5  and.  the  number  of  deaths 
fell  by  62  as  compared  with  1965,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  17*57  per 
1,000,  slightly  higher  than  that  for  the  previous  year,  and  a  death- 
rate  of  9*^9  per  1,000,  appreciably  lower  than  in  1965. 

The  still-birth  rate,  unfortunately,  increased  from  12,5  to  52,0 
per  1,000  live  and  still-births,  and  the  infant  mortality  rate  from 
12,66  to  24*79  per  1,000  live  births  but  it  should  be  remembered  that 
the  figures  for  the  previous  year  were  exceptionally  low  and  that  the 
total  numbers  involved  were  small  thus  causing  slight  variations  in 
the  totals  to  produce  wide  variations  in  the  respective  rates. 

There  was  a  reduction  of  8  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  malignant 
neoplasms  but  an  increase  of  two  in  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung. 
Death-rates  were  fractionally  lower  than  the  national  average  rate. 

As  far  as  the  slum  clearance  programme  is  concerned  only  a  few 
houses  now  remain  which  require  action  and  a  few  ’border-line1 
dwellings  which  will  require  consideration.  Since  1955?  some  217 
houses  have  been  dealt  with  and  the  Common  Camp  has  been  cleqred.  The 
considerable  problem  which  formerly  faced  the  Council  in  this  connection 
has,  therefore,  been,  almost  entirely  solved.  A  new  problem  to  be  faced 
is  that  of  the  sub-standard  houses,  lacking  certain  amenities  and  these 
will  have  to  be  reviewed  in  the  light  of  the  Housing  Act,  19 64  which 
gives  the  Council  power  to  define  improvement  areas  or,  otherwise,  to 
bring  about  the  improvement  of  individual  houses.  It  is  probable  that 
a  survey  uf  the  older  houses  in  the  town  will  have  to  be  carried  out 
before  the  size  of  this  problem  can  be  estimated  with  any  accuracy. 

I  cannot  let  a  review  of  the  year  1964  pass  without  mentioning 
the  sorrow  caused  to  all  his  colleagues  by  the  unexpected  and  tragic 
death  in  September,  of  the  Town  Clerk  whose  friendly  help  and  advice 
were  always  so  readily  available  to,  and  appreciated  by,  us  all. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  members  of  the  Council  for  the 
consideration  they  continue  to  show  me  and,  once  again,  I  would  express 
my  appreciation  of  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  and  of  the 
help  received  from  all  departments  of  the  Council, 


I  am, 

Mr,  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

C,B.  McGregor,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Borough  of  Morpeth, 
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SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  population  shows  a 
further  slight  increase  to  13,630  in  mid-1964  as  compared  with 
13,480  In  1963. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  boundaries  and  acreage  of  the 
Borough  remained  unchanged  but  negotiations  were  in  progress 
for  the  transfer  of  some  5  acres  from  Morpeth  Rural  District 
to  enable  the  Borough  Council  to  develop  an  area  proposed  for 
ah'  industrial  estate  between  Stobhill  and  the  main  railway  line. 

The  Council  hopes  to  attract  new  industries  to  the  town 
'by  leasing  sites  for  factory  buildings  and  by  providing  roads, 
sewers,  water  supply  etc.  as  required. 

The  Council  has  also  given  much  active  consideration  to 
plans  for  the  re- development  of  the  town  centre. 

During  1964,  building  began  on  the  flood-protection  wall 
along  .the  river  side,  to  prevent  .any  recurrence  of  the 
disastrous  flood  of  1963* 

The  types  of  employment  available  in  the  Borough  remain 
as  before  but  the  traffic  congestion  in  the  summer  months 
becomes  steadily  worse. 


Area  in  Acres  . . . . .  2, 213 

Registrar-General ' s  estimate  of  resident  population 

mid  -  1964  .  13,630 

One  Penny  Rate  Produces  . •••.. . . . .  £1 , 790 

Rateable  Value  . . . . . . . .  £436,041 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  19 64)  *•  ...'• . 4>099 

Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority  . 1,482 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


(The  figures  in  "brackets  are  the  figures  for  England  and  Wales) 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

130 

109 

239 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

3 

132 

110 

242 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  .  17*75 

Standard  Birth  Rate  (Comparability  Factor  0.99)  . .  17*57 

Still  Births.  Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  628 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  . .  32.0 


DEATHS . 

Total  Male  Female 
165  82  83 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  . .  12.11 

Standard  Death  Rate  (Comparability  Factor  0.80)  . . .  9*69 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (Heading  30  of  the  Registrar- 

General's  Short  List)  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  .  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  •  Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year.  Male  Female 

Legitimate  5  1 

Death  Rate  of  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  24.79 

Death  Rate  of  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  . . .  25.10 

Death  Rate  of  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births  . . . . . . . .  .  Nil 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks.  Male  F$  sale 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks  .  4 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  of  age  per  1,000 
live  births)  . . . .  16.53 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  week  Male  Female . 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  week  2  - 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000 

live  births)  . . . .  8.26 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1  week 

per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  . . . . .  40.0 
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The  Registrar-General  supplies  the  following: 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH.  iq6A. 


Male  Female 


•  •  • 


•  •  t 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  (other  forms) 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease  ... 

4.  Diphtheria  . 

5.  Whooping  Cough  . 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  . 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

8 .  Me  as les  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

9»  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach  . 

11.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast  . 

13 •  Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus  . 

14 •  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  . 

Di ab etes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  . 

Coronary  Disease,  angina  . 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ... 

Other  Heart  Diseases  . 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . 

Influenza 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  .  ... 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  . 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ... 

Congenital  Malformations  ...  ... 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . 

All  other  accidents  . 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  ••• 


15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


•  • 

•  • 

♦ 


•  •  • 


1 

3 

6 


2 


4 

1 

2 

1 

6 

1 


7 

12 

1 

12 

3 

3 

15 

2 


11 

*4 

2 

16 

2 

ll 

4 


1 

1 


a 

8  5' 

2 

2  1 


Total  82  83 


PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  1964. 


t 

Cause 

Total 

Number 

rfo  of  total 
Deaths 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation 

62 

37.58 

Malignant  Neoplasms 

26 

15.76 

Bronchitis 

19 

11.52 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

i 

18 

10.91 

1 

Pneumonia 

14 

8.48 

Total 

139 

84.25 

4 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY 


Prematurity 
Congenital , Abnormality 
Acute  Bronchiolitis 
Galactosaemia 
Fracture  of'  skull 
Exonphalos 


Total 
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The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  mortality  rates  during 
the  p as t  ten  years. 


1955  1956  1957  1953  1959  i960  1961  1962  1965  1964 


Infantile 

deaths  under  lyr.  4  7 


5 


6 


4. 


4  ’  6 


Mortality  per  J 

1,000  live  births  19.51  34*34  10.31  22.03  27*03  13*43  25.13  13*94  12*o6  2  .7 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  EOR  THE  AREA 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Newcastle  General  Hospital  undertakes 
the  full  range  of  bacteriological  and  virological  examinations  free  of 
charge  to  local  authorities  and  general  practitioners. 

Facilities  for  bacteriological  examination  are  also  provided?  to  a 
limited  extent?  at  the  Pathological  Department  of  Ashington  General 
Hospital . 

Ambulance  Service , 


This  service  is  provided  and  administered  by  Northumberland  County 
Council.  At  the  station  in  Gas  House  Lane?  eight  drivers  are  employed 
and  four  ambulances  are  in  operation.  The  drivers  work  shifts  covering 
the  hours  from  8a.m.  to  midnight  and  outside  these  hours  a  stand-by 
service  is  available.  Ambulances  are  fitted  with  radio  equipment  and  can 
be  directed  from  the  Central  Control  at  Wideopen. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Domiciliary  nursing  and  midwifery  services  are  provided  by  the  County 
Council. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services. 

These  also  are  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council.  Clinics  are 
held  at  the  Health  Centre  in  Gas  House  Lane  and  the  services  provided 
include  Infant  Welfare?  Antenatal?  Relaxation  Classes? Orthopaedic? 
Ophthalmic  and  Immunisation  sessions.  Dental  treatment  is  available  for 
school  and  pre-school  children  and  expectant  mothers. 

Home  Help  Service. 

This  service  continues  to  be  widely  used  and  to  perform  a  very 
useful  function  particularly  by  caring  for  old  people  and  enabling  them 
to  remain  in  their  own  homes  longer  than  would  otherwise  be  possible?  in 
many  cases. 

Meals  on  Wheels. 

A  regular  twice-weekly  delivery  of  meals  to  old?  house-bound  and 
infirm  people  is  organised  and  carried  out  by  the  Women’s  Voluntary 
Services  and  a  luncheon  club  is  held  twice-weekly  at  the  Community  Centre 
at  Stobhill. 

Although  this  service  is  valuable  in  maintaining  the  health  of  the 
aged  and  is  much  appreciated  there  are  times  when  the  numbers  receiving 
meals  are  less  than  the  number  of  meals  available.  Unfortunately  it  is 
sometimes  found  that  the  persons  in  greatest  need  of  this  service  are 
those  who  refuse  to  accept  it. 

Chiropody. 

This  service,  available  to  pensioners  for  a  modest  fee?  is  subsidised 
by  the  County  Council  and  regular  sessions  are  arranged  through  the  agency 
of  the  Old  People’s  Voluntary  Welfare  Committee  while  domiciliary  visits 
are  arranged  by  the  General  After-Care  Committee. 

Chiropody  treatment  is  very  valuable  for  the  old  folks?  increasing 
their  comfort  and  preserving  their  mobility. 

Voluntary  Services. 

Much  valuable  work  on  behalf  of  the  aged  and  the  handicapped  is 
carried  out  by  various  voluntary  organisations  such  as  the  W.V.S.?  the 
Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee?  the  British  Red  Cross  Society?  Rotary 
and  Round  Table  Clubs?  etc. 


6. 


Voluntary  Services  cont 1 d 


Particular  mention  may  be  made  of  the  excellent  spirit  of  community 
service  being  shown  by  the  pupils  of  Horpeth  Girls-  GrLmar  School  X 
vioit  certain  old  people  regularly  and  are  constantly  looking  for  fresh 
ways  m  which  they  can  help  those  less  fortunate  than  themselves. 


SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA  ■ 

Water, 


-Drinking  water  is  supplied  to  the  Borough  hy  Tynemouth 
All  demands  made  upon  the  supply  during  the  year  were  met . 


Corporation, 


Pour  samples 
given  satisfactory 
upon  Tyne. 


ncre  obtained  for  bacteriological  examination  and 
reports  hy  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  Newcastle 


At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  number  of  houses  known  to  have  an 
ex  emal  supply  of  water  only,  was  five.  These  should  he  dealt  with 
either  under  slum  clearance  or  other  measures,  in  due  course. 


Water  samples. 


t 


Ref.  No. 

Location 

IB/W/64 

Loans dean 

2B/W/64 

Stobhillgate 

3B/W/64 

Mitford  Road 

4B/W/64 

Low  S tanners 

Date 

to 

Lab 

Result 

12.6.64. 

Satisfactory 

12.6.64. 

-  do  - 

12.6.64. 

-  do  - 

12.6.64. 

-do  - 

r~t 

I  • 

Defects  remedied  were  as  follows s- 


Roofs  2 
Eaves  gutters  4 
Downspouts  3 
External  walls  3 
Window  frames  and  sashes  4 
Waste  pipes  1 
Wash  basins  2 
Sinks  2 
Ceilings  4 
Internal  walls  7 
Damp  walls  •  5 
Gullies  1 

Humber  of  inspections  following  complaints?-  233 
"  M  re-inspections  "  "  ?-  83 


Other  visits  and  inspections  under  the  Public  health  Acts, 

1956  and  1961. 

Building  sites 
Yards ,  courts  and  passages 
Council  houses 

Inspections  and  testing  of  drains 
Disinfestations 
Markets 

Public  Sanitary  Conveniences 
Refuse  disposal  grounds 
Rivers,  streams  and  ditches 
Sewage  disposal  plants 
Schools 

Slum  clearance  sites 
Applications  for  Council  houses 


■  •  Total 

Clean  Air  Act,  1996. 


53 

2 

6 

167 

25 

10 

15 

5 

5 

6 
2 

10 

65 


371 


During -the  year  only  two  complaints  of  smoke  nuisance  were 
received,  one  concerning  an.  industrial  plant  and  one  concerning  a 
railway  engine.  Both  complaints  were  promptly  investigated  and  after 
consultation,  and  advice  given  to  the  people  concerned,  the  nuisance 
was  abated.  Although  coal-fed  domestic  fires  are  still  very  much  in 
evidence,  in  new  house  building  it  is  pleasing  to  know  that  many  of 
them  are  of  such  design  as  to  be  convertible  to  the  use  of  smokeless 
fuels,  should  the  need  arise. 

V  e  rmjnous  Pr emi s  e  s , 

Twenty-seven  complaints  of  insect  infestations  were  received  during 
the  year.  These  were  all  dealt  with  by  approved  methods. 


The  following  table  shows  the  species  encountered. 


Species 

Ho.,  of  Complaints 

Bed  Bugs 

•;  -2 

Cockroaches 

15 

Fleas 

1 

Flies 

2 

Wasps 

6 

Spiders 

1 
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Year  ending  31st  Dec  ember,  196.4, 
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Structural,  defects 

516 

11 

11  ll 

— 

6 

— 

Defective  food  store 

9 

9 

(Slum  clearance) 

— 

Dampness 

16 

16 

(9  in  Slum  clearance) 

Overcrowding 

1 

1 

1  1 

- 

- 

- 

¥ater  supply 

Insufficient 

Unsatisfactory 

5 

1 

5 ) 
1 ) 

Slum  clearance 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

Insufficient 

U ns  at  i  s  f  ac  t  ory 

C\J  0* 

2  ) 
4  ) 

Slum  clearance 

Drainage 

Insufficient 

4 

4 

Slum  clearance 

Defective 

l 

1 

1  1 

— 

- 

- 

General 

Shops 

106 

2 

2  2 

’ 

Food  premises 

253 

7 

4  7 

- 

- 

- 

S 1 aught  erhous  e  s 

681 

- 

-  - 

- 

- 

- 

Temporary  dwellings  sites 

1 

- 

-  - 

- 

- 

- 

Milk  Dealers  Premises 

4 

— 

—  — 

— 

- 

— 

Defective  refuse  containers 

10 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive  accumulations 

2 

1 

1  1 

—  • 

— 

- 

Smoke  nuisances 

2 

2 

2  2 

- 

- 

- 

Ice  cream  premises 

3 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Hotels ?  Restaurants ?  etc. 

21 

3 

1  3 

— 

— 

Total 

1426 

72 

23  31 

- 

6 

- 

Complaints . 

One  hundred  and  sixty-two  complaints  were  received  and  dealt 
with  during  the  year.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  servo  any 
statutory  notices  for  non-compliance  with  informal  notices.  One 
case  which  was  dealt  with  under  statutory  powers  in  1963 ,  resulted 
in  the  work  having  to  he  done  in  default. 


FACTORIES  ACT ,  1961. 


At  the  close  of  the  year  there  wore  on  the  Borough  register,  46 
factory  premises  wherein  mechanical  power  was  used,  and  3  wherein  no 
mechanical  power  was. used.  In  addition  there  was  one  "building  site 
added  "by  notification  from  the  Factory  Inspectors,  whereat,  sanitary 
accomodation  is  the  responsibility  of  the  local  authority. 

Several  inspections  were  made  to  include  each  class  of  factory, 
and  only  in  three  cases  was  it  necessary  to  take  some  action  to  improve 
conditions  relating  to  cleanliness  and  sanitary  accomodation,  the 
improvements  being  done  informally. 

The  tables  below  give  some  statistical  information  under  this  Act. 
INSPECTIONS'. 


Premises  Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections  Written  Occupiers 

Notices  Prosecuted 

1.  Factories  in  which 

Sects.  1 , 2 , 3 5 4  &  6  are  3 

to  be  enforced  by  L.A. 

2 

■  2.  Factories  not  incl¬ 
uded  in  1  in  which  Sect.  46 

7  is  enforced  by  L.A. 

11 

3.  Other  premises  in 
which  Sect. 7  is  enforced 
by  L.A.  (excl.  Out¬ 
workers  ’  preni s  e  s ) 

7  1 

Total  54 

• 

20  1  - 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND . 


Particulars 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 


Found  Remedied  Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M 
Inspector 


Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu¬ 
tions 
were  ins 
tituted. 


Want  of  cleanliness 
Overcrowding 

Unreasonable  temperature 
Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of 
flpors 

Sanitary  conveniences; 

a)  Insufficient 

b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Out- work) 


1 


1 


2 


Total 


10. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act.  1949* 

Destruction  and  control  of  rats  and  mice  was  given  continuous 
attention  during  the  year,  ilinty-two  complaints  were  received  and  all 
received  careful  consideration  and  the  best  methods  of  dealing  with 
then  were  devised  and  applied.  In  addition  to  the  action  required  by 
specific  complaints,  routine  surveys  were  carried  out  of  dwelling 
houses,  business  premises,  slum  clearance  sites,  Council  owned  lands 
and  buildings,  farms  and  the  banks  and  hedgerows  of  the  river  Wansbeck 
and  streams  throughout  the  Borough  to  discover  and  treat  any 
infestation. 


The  refuse  disposal  site  at  Quarry  V.'oods  again  called  for  special 
attention  during  the  year,  but  at  no  time,  did  the  rat  population 
reach  uncontrollable  level. 

The  sewerage  system  of  the  Borough  was  given  the  twice  yearly 
treatment  as  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  (Rodent  Division)  and  a  detailed  report  upon  the  years  work  was 
submitted  to  the  Ministry. 

Seme  details  of  the  work  done  under  the  Act  are  set  out  in  the 
following  tables 


Type  of 

Property 

Inspections 

Treatments 

i  Agricultural 

19 

Business 

690 

12 

Council 

111 

18 

Dwellings 

1880 

74 

Refuse  site 

81 

Continuous 

Rivers  and  streams 

70 

3 

SeY;age  plant 

.9 

2 

Sewers 

— 

2 

Where  rats  and  nice  were  found  at  agricultural  holdings,  the 
occupier  of  the  land  took  the  necessary  steps  to  deal  with  the 
infestation. 


Destruction  of  Moles. 

Infestations  of  moles  on  Council  owned  lands  v/ere  dealt  with  by 
a  specialist  in  this  work,  retained  by  the  Council.  No  serious 
outbreaks  v;ere  reported  in  1964. 

Pet  Animals  Act.  1951. 

There  we  re  no  new  licences  issued  under  this  act  during  19^4*  One 
licence  holder  cehsed  to  keep  a  pet  shop  and  has,  therefore,  been 
removed  from  the  register. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  sewerage  and  drainage  systems  of  the  Borough  continued  to 
expand  during  the  year  as  a  result  of  building  developments.  Many 
new  drains  were  added  to  the  system  both  from  nevr  houses  and  from 
.existing  buildings  under  improvement  schemes.  The  volume  of  sewage 
arriving  at  the  purification  plant  for  treatment  has  correspondingly 
increased  and  the  treatment  works  require  to  be  extended  to  deal  with 
it  adequately. 

The  Council  has  approved  a  scheme  for  such  extension  estimated 
to  cost  £180,000  and  is  awaiting  approval  from  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Street  Cleansing. 


Refuse  collection  in  the  Borough  continues  to  he  done  by  direct 
labour,  and  collection  is  carried  out  once  each  week.  All  refuse  is 
disposed  of  at  the  Quarry  hoods  site  situated  at  the  eastern  perimeter 
of  the  Borough.  The  site  is  manned  daily  to  ensure  that  orderly 
tipping  is  observed  and  to  deal  promptly  with  any  outbreak  of  fire  and 
generally  ensure  that  no  nuisance  arises. 

Like  the  sewerage  and  drainage  systems  this  service  is  expanding 
also,  year  by  year,  and  the  manner  in  which  this  important  work  is 
carried  out  is  a  credit  to  the  staff  concerned.  If  any  improvement 
could  be  made  one  might  hope  for  the  day  when  all  refuse  is  incinerated 
even  if  this  means  a  combined  effort  by  adjoining  authorities  to  meet 
the  cost  of  erecting  and  operating  such  a  plant.  It  should  bo  said, 
however,  that  most  of  the  combustible  material  is  burnt  on  a  separate 
part  of  the  tip. 

Rivers  and  streams . 


The  river  Wans beck  and  other  tributary  water-courses  flowing 
through  the  Borough  were  inspected  from  tine  to  time  to  detect  any 
pollution. 

Some  trouble  arose  from  an  oil  escape  in  the  Mitford  Road  stretch 
of  the  river,  and  much  time  was  spent  in  an  attempt  to  trace  the 
source  of  the  pollution,  A  certain  point  eventually  came  under 
suspicion  and  efforts  to  remove  the  trouble  were  in  hand  at  the  close 
of  the  year.  As  in  the  previous  year,  it  is  pleasing  to  repdrt  that 
in  1964?  rather  less  trouble  was  experienced  from  rubbish  being  placed 
in  the  river. 

Camping  Sites . 

There  are  no  camping  sites  in  the  Borough, 

Swimming  Baths . 

There  are  no  indoor  swimming  baths  open  to  the  public,  in  the 
Borough.  A  swimming  bath  situated  in  a  neighbouring  town  provides 
this  facility  at  present , 

Schools . 


Education  in  the  Borough  is  provided  for  in  six  primary  schools, 
two  secondary  modern  schools,  grammar  schools  for  boys  and  girls,  and 
one  preparatory  school  *. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  19&3 • 

This  Act,  which  came  into  force  on  ls+  flay,  1964  provides  for 
the  establishment  of  certain  standards  designed  to  safeguard  the 
health,  safety  and  welfare  of  workers  in  shops,  offices  and  railway 

premises . 

All  promises  covered  by  the  Act  must  bo  registered  with  the 
appropriate  local  authority,  which  is  the  County  Borough,  Borough  or 
District  Council  except  in  the  case  of-  premises  occupied  by  local 
authorities  themselves,  by  fire  and  police  authorities,  Crown  property 
and  offices  in  factories,  railway  premises,  nines  and  quarries.  These 
come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Minister  and  inspectors  appointed 
by  him. 

Precautions  against  fire  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Fire 
Service. 

Local  authorities  are  required  to  appoint  inspectors  foi  the 
purposes  of  this  Act. 
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Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Prenises..Act^  1^0_cont2.. . . 

The  Act  and  regulations  made  under  it,  deal  with  such  matters  as 
cleanliness,  overcrowding-,  temperature,  ventilation,  lighting,  sanitary 
conveniences ,  washing  facilities,  supply  of  drinking  water,  accommodation 
for  clothing  and  for  drying  it  where  necessary,  seats  for  sedentary 
vrorkers,  eating  facilities,  floors,  stairs  and  passages,  fencing  of 
exposed  parts  of  machinery,  provision  of  first-aid  equipment,  notification 
of  accidents,  registration  of  premises  and  the  granting  of  exemption 
certificates  in  certain  circumstances. 

Failure  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act  is  an  offence. 

In  Morpeth  there  are  more  than  200  premises  which  come  within  the 
scope  of  the  Act  and  registration  proceeded  satisfactorily  hut,  owing 
to  lack  of  assistance,  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  who  was  appointed 
inspector  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act,  was  unable  to  make  much  progress 
with  the  necessary  inspections,  which  involve  a  great  deal  of  detailed 
investigation,  recording  and  follow-up*  The  Council  experienced 
considerable  difficulty  in  obtaining  an  additional  Public  Health 
Inspector  but  after  months  of  failure,  was  finally  able  to  make  an 
appointment  in  December.  The  Additional  Inspector  took  up  his  duties 
on  1st  February,  1965  this  should  enable  real  progress  to  be  made 
in  1965. 
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SECTION  D. 

TABULAR  STATEMENT  OF  HOUSING  FOR  THE  YEAR  1964. 


Houses  completed  during  the  years 


a) 

By  Local  Authority 

Nil  . 

*) 

By  other  bodies  or  persons 

81 

Closing 

■  and  Demolition; 

1. 

Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas 

10 

2. 

Houses  demolished- not  in  Clearance  Areas 

6 

3. 

Houses  closed,  not  demolished 

4 

4. 

Any  other  houses  permanently  discontinued 
dwellings  and  not  included  in  above 

as 

Nil 

Repairs 

• 

Houses 

made  fit  by  procedure  under  either  Housing 

or  P.H. 

Acts . 

5. 

By  informal  action 

11 

6. 

By  owners,  following  statutory  notice 

5 

7. 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

1 

8. 

Demolition  Orders  revoked  after  reconstruction 

Nil 

Houses 

Patched. 

9. 

Houses  in  Clearance  iireas  still  in  use  at 
of  year  for  temporary  accommodation 

end 

Nil 

Clearance  Programme,, 

10. 

Number  of  unfit  houses  in  clearance  programme 

remaining  to  be  dealt  with  at  end  of  year 

Nil 

ITM10VEMENT  GRANTS . 

No. 

of  separate 

houses . 


A.  Discretionary  Grants. 


1.  Applications  submitted  to  Local  Authority  4 

2.  Applications  rejected  Nil 

3.  Applications  approved  4 

4.  Approximate  average  grant  approved  per  house  £218-15-0d. 

5.  Total  number  of  houses  approved  for  grant  in 

the  area  since  % inception  of  scheme  151 


B.  Standard  Grants.  •  During  the  Total  to 

Year  Date . 


1.  Number  of  separate  houses  for 


which  grants  have  been  made; 

19 

55 

+ 

1 

L.  A. 

Number  of  houses'  so  provided  with; 

a)  Bath  or  shower 

14 

42 

JL 

3 

L.A. 

b)  Wash  hand  basin 

15 

37 

+ 

3 

L.A. 

c)  Hot  water  supply 

15 

i — 1 

+ 

3 

L.A. 

d)  Water  closet 

18 

40 

+ 

2 

L.A. 

a)  Pood  store 

14 

28 

+ 

3 

L.A. 

Slum  Clearance. 


During  the  year  five  closing  orders  and  four  demolition  orders 
v/ere  made  in  respect  of  individual  unfit  houses.  Three  of  these 
demolition  orders  and  one  made  in  1963?  were  carried  into  effect  and 
eight  houses  in  one  slum  clearance  area  were  also  demolished. 

Three  families  were  rehoused  from  slum  clearance  areas,  and  eight 
families  rehoused  from  individual  unfit  houses,  hy  the  Council. 

At  the  close  of  the  year,  the  number  of  families ■ awaiting 
rehousing  from  slum  clearance  areas  was  four  and  from  individual  unfit 
houses,  nine. 


Rent  Act,  1937. 

There  were  no  applications  for  a  certificate  of  disrepair  during 
the  year. 


SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OE  FOOD 


Hi  Ik  Supply. 

All  milk  sold  in  the  Borough  is  designated  i.e.  Tuberculin  Tested, 
Tuberculin  Tested  Psteurised,  Pasteurised  or  Sterilised.  Dealers 
licences  are  issued  by  Northumberland  County  Council  and  sampling  is 
carried  out  by  the  County  Public  Health  Inspector. 

The  follovdng  table  shows  the  number  and  results  of  samples 
examined  by  the  Methylene  Blue  Reductase  Test,  Phosphatase  Test  and 
Biological  Test. 

During  the  year,  one  distributor  of  sterilised  milk  T/as  added  to 
the  register. 


r - -  - - - - - — — 

Designation 

Test  Result 

Passed  Failed 

_  ;  . 

T  .T .  T.T.  PAST . 

PAST. 

j  ; 

M.B.  PHOS.  310  II. B.  PHOS  BIO 

6 

2 

17 

L 

5  -  '2  1  -  - 

2  2  -  -  -  - 

17  17 

Ice  Cream. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  48  premises  on  the  Borough 
register,  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 

Visits  were  made  from  time  to  time  to  ensure  observance  of 
relevant  regulations  and  no  case  arose  requiring  statutory  action. 

Slaughterhouses . 

The  work  of  modernisation  of  the  slaughterhouses  at  Low  Stanners 
was  completed  in  1964  an&  ^he  building,  redesignated  as  a  Public 
Abattoir,  Yras  officially  opened  on  1st  August. 

The  abattoir  is  entirely  under  the  control  of  the  Borough  Council. 
The  building  is  thoroughly  up-to-date  in  layout,  and  Y/orking  conditions 
are  of  a  high  standard. 
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HEAT  IDSPECTIOD 

inlllklRg-f-  g2l!-l  Offal  inspected  and  re.loctod  in  whole  or  in  part  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption . 


Cattle 

excl . 
Cows . 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Dumber  killed 

1287 

115 

53 

7246 

858 

Dumber  inspected 

1287 

113 

55 

7246 

858 

All  diseases  except  Tub¬ 
erculosis  and  Cysticercosis 

'..hole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases,  some  part  or  organ 

1 

- 

1 

17 

- 

of  which  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  Do.  affected 

292 

58 

2 

655 

212 

with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  or  Cysticerci 

22.8 / 

51 .  % 

5.7/o 

9.5/ 

24.7 1° 

Tuberculosis  onlv. 

* 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

■  Carcases,  some  pant  or  organ 
of  which  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  Do.  inspected 

— 

— 

- 

- 

1 

affected  with  Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0.1/ 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases,  some  part  or  organ 
of  which  was  condemned 
Carcases  submitted  for  treat- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

ment  by  refrigeration 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

t 

1 

Carcases  of  neat  prepared  at  the  abattoir  were  stamped  by  the 
Meat  Inspector  in  accordance  with  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations, 
1963  before  they  were  removed  from  the  premises. 

The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  throughput  of  animals 
for  the  past  five  years s 


Year 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Total 

I960 

1222 

5916 

1375 

139 

8650 

1961 

1457 

6649 

1414 

159 

9697 

1962 

1340 

6038 

1101 

98 

8577 

1963 

1527 

6457 

800 

109 

8693 

1964 

1400 

7246 

858 

53 

9557 

! 

Slaughtermens  Licences . 

During  the  year  18  slaughtermens  licences  were  renewed  by  the 
Council . 
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Food  Premises,  Food  Hygiene  and  Educational  Activities. 

As  and  when  pressure  of  other  work  permitted,  food  premises  in 
the  Borough  were  visited  from  time  to  time  to  ensure  compliance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  Much  has  already  Been 
done  in  this  field,  towards  achieving  Better  standards,  But  some  work 
has  yet  to  Be  done  Before  the  highest  possible  standards  are  attained 
and  the  time  is  looked  forward  to  when  these  will  Be  realised.  It  is 
hoped  also  that  this  will  Be  achieved  without  having  to  resort  to 
statutory  action  and  prosecution,  rather  that  it  may  Be  done  By 
discussion,  advice  and  voluntary  effort.  However,  action  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1958  and  regulations  made  thereunder,  will  Be 
initiated  should  the  need  arise. 

The  educational  side,  is  left  largely  at  local  level,  and  it  is  a 
matter  of  some  disappointment  that  this  subject  is  not  taken  up  at  a 
Rational  level,  either  through  schools  or  through  wide  public  coverage 
By  radio  and  television.  Meanwhile,  at  local  level,  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  endeavours  to  pass  on  knowledge  of  the  Benefits  to  Be  derived 
from  sound  Bjygiene  and  observance  of  public  health  law.  This  is  done 
By  tlie  giving  of  talks  and  demonstrations  to  various  organisations  in 
his  leisure  time. 

General  Food  Inspection. 

During  the  year,  the  foodstuffs  listed  in  the  table  below  were 
inspected  and  rejected,  as  unfit  for  human  consumptions - 


Commodity 

Reason  for  rejection 

height 
lbs . 

1 

ozs 

Bacon 

Malodorous 

r> 

O 

0 

Cooked  Ham 

-  do  - 

2 

0  ! 

Pork  shoulder 

Decomposition 

8 

7 

Potatoes 

-  do  - 

504 

0 

Tinned  fruit 

Blown  tins 

12 

5 

Tinned  meat 

Mould 

4 

124- 

Meat 

Bone  taint 

248 

0 

Tinned  vegetables 

Blown  tins 

4 

6 

Tinned  milk 

Leaking  tins 

A 

*  r 

12 

Tinned  soup 

-  do  - 

15-ir 

Total  s-  797  10  • 


All  rejected  foodstuffs  except  meat  and  meat  products  were 
disposed  of  either  By  Burning  or  deep  Burial  at  the  refuse  tip, 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

Meat  and  meat  products  were  collected  along  with  rejected 
material  from  the  abattoir  where  they  were  stauned  with  a  special 
dye  which  indicated  their  unfitness  for  food. 


/ 
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SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES . 

Hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  infections  disease  is 
provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  at  Walkergate  Hospital, 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

TABLE  SHOWING  ANALYSIS  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF 


INFECTIOUS  DISEiiSE  UNDER  AGE  GROUPS. 


p 

i 

0 

t> 

P 

CD 

CO 

CO 

0 

0 

0 

CD 

0 

cd 

0 

0 

CD 

§ 

P 

Pi 

8 

P 

P 

P 

0 

P 

p 

p 

cd 

cd 

cd 

cd 

cd 

<=3 

>3 

cd 

cd 

cd 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

S 

>3 

I>3 

0 

1 - 1 

K-s 

S 

t>a 

§ 

■nt 

•Nf 

■st* 

■p- 

■^t- 

P 

C\J 

ON 

1 — 1 

C\) 

KN 

■p- 

LfN 

NO 

— 

0 

l — 1 

•  0 

>3 

cd 

Td 

1 

1 

1 

l 

1 

1 

I 

I 

1 

1 

•P 

P 

UN 

0 

1 — 1 

NN 

LfN 

O 

LfN 

LfN 

Lf\ 

UN 

UN 

UN 

a- 

E-i 

1 — 1 

J - 1 

OJ 

KN 

■St" 

UN 

Np 

Measles  1 

6 

9 

7 

23 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

2 

2 

- 

l 

5 

s 

*  Total-  1 

6 

9 

7 

1 

2 

2 

! 

'28 

j 

• 

I 

Measles . 

Following  the  somewhat  unusual  pattern  shown  by  the  Measles' 
epidemic  in  1963?  the  incidence -in  1964  was  also  rather  unusual 
and  the  number  of  cases  was'  greater  than  was  to  be  expected  in  a 
non-epidemic  year.  Out  of  the  total  of  23  cases,  10  occurred  in 
August  and  the  only  months  in  which  no  cases  occurred  were  January, 
February,  May,  September  and  November. 

Food  Poisoning. 

The  five  -ca.ses  of  food  poisoning  occurred  in  patients  in  a 
local  hospital  and  were  due  to  Cl.  Velchii,  as  in  the  outbreak 
reported  from  the  same  hospital  in  1963. 

On  this  occasion  no  article  of  food  was  incriminated  and 
there  is  some  doubt  an  to  whether  this  was  a  true  food-borne 
infection  or  an  instance  of  a  food-poisoning  organism  passing 
from  patient  to  patient. 

Diphtheria,. 


No  case  of  this  disease  has  occurred  in  the  Borough  during 
the  past  16  years  and  no  death  from  it  in  the  past  18  yearn . 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

During  the  year  202  pre-school  and  14  school  children 
completed  the  primary  course  of  immunisation  while  130  pre-school 
and  352  school  children  received  re-inforcing  injections. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation  -cont '  d 

The  schedule  of  prophylactic  treatment  now- a- days  consists  of 
three  injections  at  monthly  intervals ,  giving  protection  against 
diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus  by  the  time  the  child  is  about 
6  months  old.  Subsequently,  a  re- inforcing  injection,  against  the 
three  diseases  is  given  at  the  age  of  18  months  to  2  years  and  further 
injections  against  diphtheria  and  tetanus  at  5  years  and  10  years  of 
age. 

Poliomyelitic  Vaccination. 

During  1964?  the  primary  course  of  three  doses  of  oral  vaccine 
was  given  to  1,406  persons,  while  1,869  received  a  re- inforcing  dose 
and  3  a  re-inforcing  injection. 

These  figures  apply  to  the  whole  of  the  Central  Area  of  the 
County * 


TUBERCULOSIS 

NET  CASES  API)  MORTALITY  LURING  1964 . 


New  C  awe 

s 

Deaths 

Re 

M. 

sp 

P. 

Non* 

M. 

-Resp 

E. 

Tot. 

Re 

M. 

sp 

TP 

-  • 

Non-Resp  Tot. 

M.  E. 

Under  1  year 

1  -  4  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

-  -  - 

5-14  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  -  - 

15  -  24  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25  -  34  years 

1 

- 

- 

— 

1 

— 

— 

-  -  - 

35  -  44  years 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

45  -  54  years 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  - 

55  -  64  years 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

- 

- 

65  -  74  years 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

— 

- 

-  -  - 

75  years  &  over 

' 

' 

.  _ 

|  Total 

2 

2 

- 

- 

A 

*T 

- 

- 

-  -  - 

As  the  above  .table  shows,  4  new  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis 
were  notified  and,  again,  no  new  cases  of  non- respiratory  disease  were 
found. 


There  were  no  deaths  from  any  form  of  the  disease. 


Death  Rate  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  in  Morpeth 
The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Dales  0.047 

Death  Rate  from  Ron- respiratory  Tuberculosis  in  Morpeth 
The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Dales  0.006 


Nil 

per  1,000 
Nil 

per  1,000 
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MORTALITY  FROM  LALIGHAIiT  NEOPLASMS  DURING  1964. 


i - 

Site 

t 

i 

I 

I 

I 


Throat 

Breast 

Stomach 

Lung 

Pancreas 

Colon 

Cervix 

Testes 

Rectum 

Leukaemia 

Haematopoietic  System 


Male  Female 


H 

Fh 

0 

0 

0 

U1 

0 

0 

i> 

CO 

0 

ra 

0 

t> 

Fh 

Fh 

Fh 

fh 

O 

Fh 

Fh 

Fh 

Fh 

O 

cd 

Cd 

cd 

cd 

cd 

cd 

cd 

cd 

0 

O 

0) 

O 

*8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

=£> 

CO 

0 

'vh 

Fh 

■v,u 

Fh 

'A 

U~\ 

VO 

c — 

cd 

•<- 

LOi 

VO 

t — 

cd 

0 

tH 

0 

1 — ! 

1 

I 

1 

1 

r’S 

cd 

1 

1 

1 

l 

!>a 

cd 

-4-* 

-p 

LPv 

LPi 

LTV 

LTV 

LTV 

O 

LT\ 

LTV 

LTV 

LTV 

0 

K\ 

^1" 

LP\ 

VO 

c— 

EH 

irv 

VO 

C*- 

EH 

-  ~  -  -  -  -  -  1  -  -  1  2 

11  -  -  1  3  -  -  -  2  2  4 

-1  122  6  -  -  -  1  -  1 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  1  -  -  1 

-  -  -  -  -  ---11-  2 
-  -  -  -  -  -  -  1  -  -  -  1 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  1  -  -  1 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  1  -  -  i 


I 

t 

* 

! 

i 

i 

i 

t 

i 

i 

i 


Totals 

i 


12  143  11  12543  15 


The  total  number  of  deaths  from  malignant  neoplasms  was  26  ,  a 
reduction  of  8  on  the  total  for  the  previous  year  hut  the  number  of 
deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  showed  an  increase  from  5  in  19&5  1°  7 
in  1964* 

The  death-rate  was  slightly  lower  than  the  corresponding  rate 
for  England  and  hales ,  as  a  whole. 


Malignant  Neoplasm  of  the  Lung  and  Bronchus . 

Death  Rate  in  Morpeth 

Death  Rate  in  England  and  ".'ales 

Malignant  If  eo  pi  asms  of  All  other  Sites  . 

Death  Rate  in  Morpeth 

Death  Rate  in  England  and  hales 

Malignant  Heo plasms  of  All  Sites . 

Death  Rate  in  Morpeth 

Death  Rate  in  England  and  ’’ales 


O.514  peF  ljOOO 

O.535  per  1,000 


1.394  per  1,000 
1.674  per  1,000 


1,908  per  1,000 
2,209  per  1,000 


f 


